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The Premier’s Anzac Student Tour will travel to Vietnam 
in April 2019. 
Ten student ambassadors will represent Western Australia on the Premier’s Anzac 
Student Tour.   

In 2019, the Premier’s Anzac Student Tour will travel to Vietnam to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the Battle of Binh Ba. Between 1962 and 1972 almost 60 000 
Australians served in the Vietnam War; 521 died and over 3000 were wounded. 

Students will visit important historical sites including Hoi An, Vung Tau and Long Tan, 
before attending Anzac Day commemorations in Hanoi. 

On their return, students will continue their commitment to share the Anzac legacy in 
their schools and communities. The tour is part of the commitment by schools to 
enshrine Anzac Day as a day of importance to all students. 
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Guild Motto
We all belong to each other, we all need each other.

It is in serving each other and in sacrificing for our common good
that we are finding our true life. 

Disclaimer:
The material in this magazine has been checked thoroughly and to the best of our knowledge  
is correct. However, errors may occur which are beyond our control. If this should happen, we
apologise most sincerely. 
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State President’s Message
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We are well into the year but I hope you all had a Happy Christmas and that 2019 
will treat you kindly.

To all the members who have stopped attending meetings due to your health 
or going into care, you are not forgotten and we hope that your life is going on 
happily in your new situation.

It has been sad to learn that some Queensland War Widows have been affected 
by the recent floods, I hope it’s now over for another hundred years and you’re 
all back in your homes again.

In February Jenny Knight and I sat in on the Productivity Commission Round 
Table while others gave their submissions. Kay Hair and I attended the memorial 
service for the Malay Borneo Fall of Singapore in Stirling and also the memorial 
service in Fremantle for the anniversary of the sinking of HMAS Sydney and the 
USS Houston.

I also attend the DVA forums and Unit and Kindred meetings with RSL.

The Premiers’ Anzac Tour Students were presented with their certificates in 
our WWG community centre by the Premier of Western Australia, Hon. Mark 
McGowan, also in attendance was the Minister for Education and Training, Hon. 
Sue Ellery and the families of the students. The students will be going to Vietnam 
this year. It is always a pleasure and an honour to see and speak to the students, 
they are so deserving of their place on the tour.

I would like to thank all the ladies that make our meetings possible, Mrs Hazel 
Donald for sitting at the door and helping in many other ways, the ladies who 
run the bingo, Mrs Dorothy Costigan, Mrs Shirley Sames and Mrs Barbra Banfield.

My grateful thanks to Jenny, Jo and Anita for their splendid work in the office.

Happy Easter everyone and for those feeling unwell I wish you a speedy recovery.

Jan McLeod
State President

Jan McLeod
State President

Welcome to the Guild
We would like to extend a warm welcome to the 

following that have recently joined the Guild:

Ellen Wachmer - Como



 

3

National President’s Message

Dear Ladies,

It is a little late to hope that you have all had a good Christmas and New Year 
given that we are already into March, however I hope that you did. We all seem to 
have hit the ground running this year.

The end of 2018 was extremely busy. Remembrance Day in Canberra was the 
100th anniversary of the Armistice. Gwen Cherne, a contemporary widow and a 
Board member in NSW and I were very honored to lay the first wreath with the 
Prime Minister, The Hon. Scott Morrison MP. This is the first time that widows have 
laid a wreath with the PM at this commemoration. We then accompanied a very 
small group of dignitaries to the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier where we laid a 
small floral tribute on the grave.

On this occasion I had the privilege of meeting Paul Keating, a former Prime 
Minister who had delivered the Commemorative Address at Remembrance Day 
in 1993 (25 years ago). The eulogy was to the unknown Australian soldier and 
according to some was one of the best speeches of his life. This speech is now 
a permanent epitaph attached to the wall outside the Hall of Memory. A quote 
from this speech “He is all of them, and he is one of us” is well known. You can find 
the full speech on the Australian War Memorial website.

The National Guild Annual General Meeting and Conference was held on Tuesday 
13th November 2018. The AGM was held at the Canberra office of Department of 
Veterans Affairs. All States attended the AGM and ACT also had some observers 
present. The main outcomes from the AGM are: Unanimous agreement to change 
the name of the organization to ‘Australian War Widows’ and an agreement to 
relocate the national office to space within the New South Wales office. This 
relocation will occur once NSW has moved their premises late in 2019. There are 
some legal matters which need to be addressed regarding the name change. I 
was also re-elected to the position of National President for two years and Shirley 
Drysdale was also reappointed as National Treasurer. My term in office will end in 
2020. That will be my final term, having completed 6 years.

The Productivity Commission released their draft report into ‘Compensation and 
Rehabilitation for Veterans’ on 14th December 2018. This is a wordy document, 
some 695 pages. Further submissions were sought from the Productivity 
Commission regarding this report and public hearings are currently being held 
in each capital city.

I attended the public hearing in Canberra and also attended and presented at the 
public hearing in Sydney on 26 February 2019. Our submission was well received 
by the two Commissioners and they were certainly across all our points. Aged 
care is one area which the productivity commission has not addressed well in my 
opinion.

Meg Green



National President’s Message Continued
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The final report will be handed to Government in June/July of this year and then the Government has 25 
sitting days before they are obliged to release it. No doubt the final report will generate further debate. The 
final decision to implement any of the recommendations lies with the government of the day.

The Veterans’ Advocacy Scoping Study release date has been delayed from December 2018 to February 
2019 but at this point has not been released. This is also a report that is likely to generate much debate.

The Royal Commission in Safety and Quality in Aged Care has also begun. The National Guild will again 
provide a submission to this enquiry. I would like to hear from you with any concerns or issues which you 
may have regarding aged care. Please email me directly on: green32@bigpond.net.au or telephone me 
on: 0400 566 686. I attended a community forum into Aged Care chaired by Ms. Lynn Briggs, one of the 
two Commissioners on 1 March 2019 in Sydney. The issues discussed are wide ranging; staffing levels; staff 
training; quality of care; costs; use of antipsychotic drugs and lack of medical care available in Aged Care 
facilities.

This year 2019 is shaping up to be another busy year. Anzac Day is fast approaching, and I will be attending 
the Department of Veterans Affairs Budget briefing and lock down on 2 April 2019. There are many other 
commitments already in my diary, so I am looking forward to a busy 12 months. Take care till next time.

Meg Green 
NATIONAL PRESIDENT

Vale Guild Members

Beryl Ritchie Dianella
Myrtle Tunnercliffe Mt Pleasant
Helen Fitzgerald Mandurah
Gwenda Harris Dianella

The following members passed away since the December 
2018 Issue of the Guild News:



The Mandurah Club reconvened for 2019 at the Dudley Park Bowling Club, corner Comet & Eden Streets, 
Mandurah. Our first outing for the year was the Boardwalk Cafe for morning tea in March. The sun was 
shining and a pleasant time was had by all.

Anzac Day is fast approaching, what a special time of the year it is, where we can honour and remember 
our loved ones. If any of you would like to be part of the Anzac Day Services please do not hesitate to 
contact me on 9371 7470. The Perth ladies are once again marching this year and looking forward to 
proudly holding the War Widows’ Banner. All welcome to join.

As Coordinator, I look forward to my monthly trips to Mandurah it is always a joy to be a part of such a 
warm and welcoming group of ladies.

Anita Atkin 
Coordinator

Mandurah Branch Report
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Albany Branch Report

We are now preparing for Anzac Day and the year has flown by too quickly. 

Our ladies continue to enjoy life and be involved in as many activities as possible whilst they still can. 

We have had slightly smaller gatherings this year, but it is most pleasing to see the conversations, friendships 
and enjoyment that continue.

On 1 April we enjoyed a bus outing to a Museum/Gallery near Denmark. This gallery has an astonishing 
collection of items from across many conflicts. It is now open to the public by appointment and well worth a 
look. We spent a few hours there and it provided many topics of conversation and much enjoyment for the 
ladies.

For me, the looks on the ladies faces as they wondered through the displays was priceless, and seeing Betty 
Pearson as she recalled and demonstrated the use of the semaphore machine which she used to operate 
during the war.

Our numbers will be down to attend the Anzac service, but for those who are able to attend, we will look 
forward to enjoying lunch afterwards, most likely looking out across Middleton Beach as we have done in the 
past few years.
     Vicki Clark

Albany Coordinator
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Albany members enjoying their recent outing to a 
Museum/Gallery in Denmark



Dates to Remember

MAY 2019
6 Craft & Bingo
13 Craft & Bingo
20 Craft & Bingo
27 Craft & Bingo

JUNE 2019
3 PUBLIC HOLIDAY – WESTERN AUSTRALIA DAY
10 WAR WIDOWS’ GUILD AGM
17 Craft & Bingo
24 Craft & Bingo

JULY 2019
1 Craft & Bingo
8 Craft & Bingo
15 Bus Trip – Christmas in July
22 Craft & Bingo
29 Craft & Bingo

AUGUST 2019
5 Craft & Bingo
12 Craft & Bingo
19 Bus Trip – Araluen Tulips
26 Craft & Bingo
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 2019
The Annual Subscription Form for 2019 was in our December Issue 
of the Guild News. If you have not renewed your membership please 
forward $20.00 subscription fee as soon as possible to:

The Secretary 
War Widows’ Guild of Australia WA Inc 

15 Plantation Street 
MENORA WA 6050

If you wish to pay by direct deposit please 
contact the Guild on 9371 7470 during office 
hours Mon – Wed – 8.30 am – 2.30 pm. 

Media Release

10 April 2019 

New Aged Care Places to Help WA 
Seniors Get Back on Their Feet
Each year, hundreds more senior Western Australians will be able to regain their independence 
faster after leaving hospital, thanks to a $33.75 million Australian Government commitment 
to an extra 180 Transition Care Program (TCP) places across Perth.
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ANZAC Day

ANZAC Day – April 25 2019 Dawn Service 

0500 | RSLWA recommends that participants arrive from 0500 onwards.

0550 | Please note at 0550 lights will go out and all will be quiet as the Service commences.

0600 | The Dawn Service will be conducted at the State War Memorial on Fraser Avenue.

Some travel delays may be experienced, so please plan your journey and allow extra time to get to the 
Commemoration.

Special Access: Parking and Seating
Parking passes and reserved seating accreditation are available for aged, infirm, and disabled Veterans. 
Accreditation and parking can be obtained by contacting RSLWA on (08) 9287 3799.

Gunfire Breakfast
0700 – 0900 | Government House Gardens, St Georges Terrace, Perth

March
0900 | The Australian Defence Force will step off from the corner of Barrack Street and St Georges Terrace. 
Followed by veteran-carrying vehicles and military jeeps, and the Ex-Services Unit, Corps, Regimental 
Associations. The March will head east along St Georges Terrace, turn right onto Victoria Avenue and into 
Langley Park to disperse.

Commemorative Service
1100 | Perth Concert Hall, St Georges Terrace, Perth.

The Commemorative Service program will feature the Salvation Army Perth Fortress Band and choir brought 
together from the Perth Modern School Chamber Choir and Perth Modern School Alumni Singers.

This year the ANZAC Day Commemorative Service will be held at the Perth Concert Hall. This fantastic venue 
will allow those attending to enjoy a moving service in comfort as well as providing tea and coffee facilities 
before the service (after the march) and bar facilities on completion of the service.



ANZAC Poem

We remember them, the people who fought 

On the battlefield many years ago.

Who arrived by horse, plane and boat,

Oh quite far to go

Eight thousand people died for us,

For anger and vengeance that caused a fuss

For some who fought were injured and dead.

As the war was intense in Flanders Field,

Some of the soldiers were fixed and healed.

The others who were killed, their hearts

Were broken and graves were filled.

We remember them, as warriors.

They dug trenches for cover,

The bullets they shot seemed to hover.

But in the end, they were relieved.

Very brave soldiers’ medals they had received.

They were happy, we remember them.

By Lorelai Farrell – Year 5 Student
Carnaby Rise Primary School, Landsdale, Western Australia

(Lorelai is the great granddaughter of War Widows’ Guild member
Mrs Roma Vinneir)



The Guild has been represented at the following variety of meetings and functions. We hereby 
THANK YOU and acknowledge your efforts and commitment.

DECEMBER
 Unit & Kindred Meeting  Hazel Donald

FEBRUARY
16 Fall of Singapore Commemoration  Jan McLeod
  Kay Hair
24  HMAS Perth & USS Houston  Jan McLeod 
 Memorial Service - Fremantle
28  Premier’s Anzac Students  Jan McLeod 
 Presentation  Jenny Knight
   
MARCH
1  Premier’s Anzac Students  Jan McLeod 
 Presentation  Jenny Knight
11  PVA WA Branch Meeting  Jan McLeod

Thanks For Your Support
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Notice is herby given that the 73rd ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING O THE WAR 
WIDOWS’ GUILD OF AUSTRALIA WA INC. will be held at the Marjorie Le Souef 
Administration and Community Centre, Menora on Monday, 10 June 2019 
commencing at 11.00 am. Nomination forms are available from the office and all 
nominations must be delivered to the Secretary of the Guild not less than 7 days 
before the date fixed for the holding of the Annual General Meeting.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF THE

WAR WIDOWS’ GUILD OF AUSTRALIA WA INC.



Chocolate Caramel Anzac Slice

Ingredients

• Cooking oil, to grease
• ¾ cup rolled oats
• ¾ cup plain flour
• ½ cup firmly packed dark 
   brown sugar
• ½ cup shredded coconut
• 75g unsalted butter, chopped
• 1 Tbsp golden syrup
• ½ tsp bicarbonate of soda
• 1 Tbsp boiling water
• 200g dark chocolate melts,  
   melted 
• Chocolate and caramel  
  toppings, to drizzle (optional)

•  Caramel filling
• 50g unsalted butter, chopped
• ¼ cup golden syrup
• 395g can sweetened 
  condensed milk
• Note: Allow 30 mins cooling 
  and 6 hours chilling 
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(By Better Homes 
& Gardens)

Method

1. Preheat oven to 160°C. Grease a 20 x 30cm lamington tin with 
cooking oil and line base and sides with baking paper.

2. Combine oats, flour, sugar and coconut in a large bowl. Make a 
well in the centre and set aside.

3. Put butter and golden syrup in a small saucepan over a low heat. 
Cook,

  stirring occasionally, for 3 minutes or until melted and simmering. 
Stir in bicarb and boiling water then remove from heat.

4. Pour into well in oat mixture and stir to create a crumbly mixture.
5. Spoon mixture into prepared tin. Use back of a large spoon to 

smooth. Bake for 20 minutes or until light golden. Set aside to 
cool in tin for 5 minutes.

6. Meanwhile, to make caramel filling, put butter and golden syrup in 
a medium saucepan over a high heat. Cook, stirring occasionally, 
until butter has melted. Bring to the boil and cook for 1 minute. 
Reduce heat to medium and add condensed milk. Cook, stirring 
vigorously, for 4 minutes or until mixture has thickened and 
slightly darkened. Pour hot mixture over warm oat base and 
spread evenly. Bake for 10 minutes or until caramel is bubbling 
and light golden. Set aside for 30 minutes to cool.

7. Pour melted chocolate over slice and smooth surface. Refrigerate 
for 6 hours or overnight. Use a large warm knife to cut into 24 
squares. Serve drizzled with chocolate and caramel toppings, if 
using. 



Anzac Biscuits
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Anzac biscuits, baked in Australia and New Zealand 
for over a century, have a powerful connection to 
the national identity and culture of both countries. 
But what is the story of this national icon? Were they 
eaten by troops during the First World War? When 
did coconut make an appearance? And where do 
you stand on the crispy versus chewy debate?
Culinary detective Allison Reynolds has travelled 
Australia, New Zealand and England delving into 
war files and family cookbooks to investigate the 
provenance of this extraordinary everyday biscuit.

About the Author
Allison Reynolds, MA (Gastronomy), is a culinary 
historian and a regular commentator on many 
aspects of food history. As gastronomer in residence 
at several South Australian establishments she 
researched the social and food history of early 
Adelaide. Allison’s passion for tea, marmalade, food 
history and old cookery books continues
unabated.

The book is available at the Australian War 
Memorial book shop and also through Booktopia 
but perhaps you could all approach your local 
bookshops and purchase a copy. The Author has 
kindly offered to donate the royalties of this book 
to the War Widows’ Guild of Australia.

Anzac Biscuits
The Power And Spirit Of An Everyday National Icon
By: Allison Reynolds

The War Widows’ Guild of Australia W.A. Inc. is 
pleased to advise that a Holiday Unit is available at 
Forsyth Gardens, Menora.

The one bedroom unit can comfortably 
accommodate two and is fully equipped for short 
term stays.  Located on the grounds of the Marjorie 
Le Souef Administration and Community Centre and 
within close proximity to major shopping centres, 
transport and the city, it is ideal for a city break or 
medical appointments.

Rate: $25.00 per person, per night for Guild members 
and $30.00 per person, per night for non members

Bookings are essential

Please contact Joanna Simpson on (08) 9371 7470 Tuesday or Wednesday between 9.30 am and 2.30 pm for further information.
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19 March 2019
Senior Australian soldier next Repatriation Commissioner

For the first time, a former Regimental Sergeant Major of the Army has been appointed as the new 
Repatriation Commissioner with outgoing Commissioner Major General Mark Kelly AO, DSC completing his 
appointment on 30 June this year.

Minister for Veterans’ Affairs Darren Chester today announced Mr Don Spinks AM, who recently retired from 
the Australian Defence Force with almost 40 years’ experience, had been appointed as the new Repatriation 
Commissioner and as a Member of the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Commission for a period of 
five years from 1 July 2019.

“Mr Spinks is highly qualified and well-respected, has an impressive military career serving on multiple overseas 
deployments and has capably represented the concerns and views of soldiers to the Chief of Army and senior 
leadership over a lengthy period,” Mr Chester said.

“As Commissioner, Mr Spinks will be able to use his recent service experience to assist in addressing contemporary 
issues faced by veterans and their families, I congratulate Mr Spinks on his appointment.”

Prior to taking up his full duties on 1 July, Mr Spinks has been appointed a Commissioner on the Repatriation 
Commission and will receive a comprehensive handover from Major General Kelly who has served on the 
Commission since 2010.

Mr Chester thanked Major General Kelly for his contribution and invaluable service to the Repatriation 
Commission and the Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Commission since 1 July 2010.

“The work of the Commissions is pivotal in the development of effective policy and programs, and the efficient 
delivery of services for veterans and their families,” Mr Chester said.

“In his almost 10 years, Major General Kelly has achieved a great deal in support of veterans and their families, 
most recently in advancing Open Arms — Veterans and Families Counselling, a service that is vitally important 
to the ex-service community by providing early intervention and longer term mental health treatment services.

“On behalf of the ex-service community, I thank Major General Kelly and wish him all the best for the future.”

Mr Spinks served in a number of senior roles during his Army career, including 2nd Cavalry Regiment, Multi 
National Force and Observers — Sinai Egypt, 1st Brigade, Joint Task Force 633 on Operation Slipper and the 
Command Sergeant Major Forces Command — Army.

The Repatriation Commission grants pensions and benefits, and provides treatment and other services under 
the Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986 to veterans and members of the Australian Defence Force, their partners, 
widows, widowers and children. The Commission also provides advice to the Minister for Veterans’ Affairs on 
related issues.

Further information about the Commissions and Mr Spinks can be found on the DVA Website.

DVA Media Releases

The Hon Darren Chester MP
Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
Minister for Defence Personnel
Minister Assisting the Prime Minister for the Centenary of ANZAC



The Hon. Darren Chester MP – Minister for Veterans’ Affairs
“Our Government is committed to putting veterans and their families first and it is important that we 
know what impact defence service has on these groups and they are represented by a united voice,” Mr 
Chester said.

“Service within the Australian Defence Force (ADF) has impacts beyond the - families are the primary 
support network for members through their ADF service and beyond.

“The women who wear our nation’s uniform, are also mothers, partners, sisters daughters. This brings 
with it its own set of unique challenges.”

The Council will comprise representatives from across Australia, and reflect the broadest definition of 
‘family’. Mrs Rhondda Vanzella OAM, current President of the NSW War Widows’ Guild will act as interim 
chair, while the council is established.

Mrs Vanzella will be joined by a broad range of members including female veterans, partners, mothers, 
extended family, and widows. It will include Gwen Cherne, a widow and also a member of the NSW War 
Widows’ Guild who attended the launch.

“I am delighted to be apart of this Council,” Ms Cherne said.

“Something I feel very passionate about is ensuring that women and families, who in some way have a 
connection to our defence force, are supported and that the government hears our voices.”

Mr Chester said the Council will work closely with other stakeholders, from ex-service organisations to 
individuals with an interest in the matters it is advocating for, and then to advise the Government.

“The Council goes further than traditional advisory bodies, investigating matters of concern and 
developing cohesive solutions with Government for the benefit of all women and families affected by 
Defence service,” Mr Chester said.

“The Council will meet regularly throughout the year and will provide informed advice to Government, 
drive coherent policy outcomes and advocate on behalf of women and families united by defence 
service.”

The first meeting of the Council will take place in early 2019. Full membership details are being finalised.

DVA Media Releases
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Year of Peace

2019 celebrates the Year of Peace, 
following the centenary of the 
ANZAC celebrations last year. 
In celebrating peace, we need to 
honour those who have made  
sacrifices for that peace; and for 
those who continue to make those 
sacrifices on a daily basis.

Join us in honouring the service 
and sacrifices of women united by 
defence service.

Rhondda Vanzella OAM
Chair of HWUDS

Honouring Women United 
by Defence Service Dinner

This year’s dinner will be 
held in The Great Hall at 
Parliament House, Canberra
on Wednesday, 14 August 
2019.

The events commemorate 
and honour all women 
whose lives have been 
impacted as a result of 
their own service or that of 
a loved one.

The goal of the Honouring 
Women United by Defence 
Service event is to bring 
together political leaders, 
community leaders, 
defence leaders, business 
leaders, and leaders in the 
veteran space to explore 
the power of women; and 
how, if we all work together, 
we can create better 
understanding of the needs 
of women in uniform, and 
women on the home front. 

Collaborative Project led by the 
War Widows’ Guild and Legacy

The major organisations in 
the veteran space in Australia 
identified the need to 
acknowledge women united by 
defence service and joined forces 
to drive this project to do so. 

Honouring Women United 
by Defence Service 2019 is a 
collaborative project led by the 
War Widows’ Guild of Australia 
NSW Ltd and Legacy. It is driven 
by a collaborative Committee 
comprised of leaders from major 
organisations supporting female 
veterans and veterans’ families, 
including: War Widows’ Guild of 
Australia NSW Ltd, Legacy, the 
Australian Defence Force, Dept 
of Veterans’ Affairs, Returned and 
Services League (RSL), Women 
Veterans’ Network of Australia 
(WVNA), Partners of Veterans 
Association (PVA), Totally & 
Permanently Incapacitated 
Federation of Australia (TPI), and 
Royal Australian Army Nursing 
Corps. (RAANC).

Wreath laying at Australian War 
Memorial (AWM)

Honouring Women United 
by Defence Service 2019 will 
commence with a Last Post and 
Wreath Laying Ceremony at the 
Australian War Memorial (AWM), 
where women from every major 
women’s organisation who have 
been impacted by service and their 
guests will be invited to attend the 
Ceremony.

Last year’s ceremony attracted 
over 400 attendees. Both the prime 
Minister and the Leader of the 
Opposition put differences aside 
to jointly lay wreaths to honour 
women. This year the ceremony will 
again be dedicated to the service 
and sacrifice of women veterans 
over the last 100 years who gave 
their lives as the ultimate sacrifice 
for their country.

National Dinner Event

Last year’s National Dinner drew 
over 500 attendees, including 
political, community, business and 
defence leaders, as well as leaders 
of the major organisations that 
support veterans and veterans’ 
families, and women who are 
connected to defence by their own 
service or the service of a loved one.

Guest speakers last year included  
Dr Brendan Nelson AO, Director of 
the Australian War Memorial. He has 
confirmed that he will speak again 
this year.

The new Governor General, His 
Excellency General the Honourable 
David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d) and 
Mrs Hurley have been invited 
to attend this year, as well as all 
Federal Members of Parliament and 
Senators.

Recognised for their service to 
this nation

Women will be acknowledged 
and honoured for their sacrifices 
and contributions for the 
defence of their country. 

They will include: serving and 
ex-serving women, widows of 
partners who made the ultimate 
sacrifice for the nation, and all 
women whose lives have been 
affected as a result of loss of a 
loved one through service, or 
who have a returned veteran 
who is wounded, injured or ill. 
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HEAD OFFICE GENERAL INFORMATION
Marjorie Le Souef Administration and Community Centre

15 Plantation Street, Menora 6050
Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday 9.00 am - 2.30 pm

Executive Committee: Second Monday of the Month at 12.00 noon
Guest Speaker: Third Monday of the month at 10.30 am

Bingo: Every other Monday Commencing at 10.30 am

If you would like an update on coming events call the office during the 
above office hours on 9371 7470

WAR WIDOWS’ GUILD
OF AUSTRAL IA NSW LTD

• Rhondda Vanzella OAM, Chair, Planning Committee for HWUDS; State President and Chair, War  
 Widows’ Guild of Australia NSW Ltd
• Paul Lane, Deputy Chair, Planning Committee for HWUDS; Director, Legacy Clubs Services
• Sharon Bown, Co-Ordinator for the HWUDS Last Post Ceremony; Wing Commander (Ret’d),  
 Council of Australian War Memorial
• James Brown, President, The Returned & Services League (RSL NSW)
• Gwen Cherne, Contemporary War Widow on the NSW Board; Council of Australian War Memorial
• Jennifer Collins, Director, War Widows’ Guild of Australia NSW Ltd, Retired Past Deputy   
 Commissioner DVA NSW/ACT
• Madeline Dermatossian, CEO, War Widows’ Guild of Australia NSW Ltd
• Leanne Dib, Director Fundraising & Communications, Legacy Club Services, 
• Heather Evans, President, Partners of Veterans Association of Australia (PVA)
•  Major General Natasha Fox, Head of Defence People Group
• Del Gaudry, RSL NSW, Board Member, Penrith RSL Club; Branch Member of Penrith Club; Board  
 Member, WBI RSL NSW; Reservist
• Di Green, Secretary, Planning Committee for HWUDS; Member, War Widows’ Guild of Australia  
 NSW Ltd
• Meg Green, National President, War Widows’ Guild of Australia Inc.
• Eileen Henderson OAM RFD, President, RAANC - Association (NSW & ACT) Branch, Royal   
 Australian Army Nursing Corps (RAANC)
• Kimberlea Juchniewicz, Lieutenant Colonel, Army
• Heather MacDonald, Director, Engagement & Design, Communications & Engagement Branch,  
 Transformation Division
• Pat McCabe, President, Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Federation of Australia (TPI)
• Kathleen Moore, Mother of Chris Moore, 20-year Army Veteran; Affiliate of War Widows’   
 Guild of Australia NSW Ltd; Project Co-Ordinator for Activities at Parliament House, Planning  
 Committee for HWUDS
• Janny Poate, Mother of Pte. Robert Poate KIA
• Layla Roberts, Communications and Administration Officer, War Widows’ Guild of Australia  
 NSW Ltd
• Nicky Rothwell, President, Women Veterans Network Australia (WVNA)
• OJ Rushton, Director, OZY Youth Choir Honouring Defence Service 
• Dianne Vogt, Assistant Secretary, Planning Committee for HWUDS; Member, War Widows’ Guild  
 of Australia NSW Ltd
 

For information please contact:

Rhondda Vanzella OAM
Chair of HWUDS; State President and Chair of War Widows’ Guild NSW

Level 14, 227 Elizabeth Street, Sydney NSW 2000
0427 019 754 | vanzellas@bigpond.com 

or Kathy Moore | 0419 141 002 | kathy2019event@gmail.com

The Collaborative Planning Committee members for HWUDS 2019 include:


