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We all belong to each
other…
We all need each other…
It is in serving each other
and sacrificing for our
common good that we are
finding our true life.

PRESIDENT’S
“Catch up”
Hello Everyone,
I hope your Easter was
most enjoyable, we
certainly couldn’t
complain about the
weather! I was lucky
enough to spend some
time with family at Goolwa Beach, it was lovely
to relax and put aside some of the challenges
of the past 12 plus months.
How lucky are we in Adelaide, we even had
the chance to take in Fringe/Festival shows,
we are the only place in the world that was
able to enjoy such entertainment.
COVID has changed the way we conduct
meetings and the diary shows I have been
able to take part in the new “Zoom” mode to
keep in touch with National and other allied
groups. We are very well serviced with
information through various publications and
technology keeps us up to date, if however,
you need to contact us for any reason please
do not hesitate.
I was invited to participate in the 100th
Birthday Celebrations of the RAAF on 31st
March. Sitting in the front row at an event
doesn’t always mean you are in the best seats,
it was so hot. There was a sigh of relief when
the official part concluded and we could stroll
to Government House for a cold drink. Mrs. Le
was pleased to see invited guests from the
WWG and asked when we would be “popping
in” for a cuppa. I assured her we would try to
make a time before she and the Governor
would be leaving the post. There was an
official gathering in the evening at the Torrens
Parade Ground, such a delight to chat to some
of the younger members of the RAAF, they
are just starting out in their careers and are
very enthusiastic, makes you feel that we are
in safe hands.

Christmas in July will be replacing the lunch
we couldn’t do in December, in due course
we will be informing those ladies who are on
the list with all the details. Sometimes we
clash with Legacy on dates for socialising
and we are trying to correct that, more
information soon.

NEW MEMBERS
We welcome Don Cameron, Brian Selby and
Heather Wills to the Guild.
Apologies if your name is not here, it may have
come in too late for publication it will be in the
next issue.

Please remember, the Newsletter is at your
disposal so offer up stories, recipes,
important dates, photo’s etc. We would
welcome any addition you might care to
share.

SUBS ARE DUE JULY 1ST. PLEASE MAKE A
NOTE IN YOUR DIARY TO PAY BEFORE AGM
SO YOU ARE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE.

Bye, bye for now, look forward to catching up
with you at any or all of the meetings.

Bank SA BSB 105-047
Account

0195084440

Jan 0438081939
MEMBERS HAVING MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS

Editors Note:

May

Please submit potential articles in Word format
(with contact details attached) and it is preferred
that items be 500 words or less. Photographs
may not be included due to space limitations and
some editing may be required, but every effort
will be made to use entire articles with photos
where possible.

Dorothy Chapman

90

Carmel Corcoran

85

Nancy Pritchard

90

Pamela Rollins

85

June

A DATE WITH STATE: SEASON 2021
Supported by SA Health’s Office for Ageing
Well, A Date With State aims to support older
and socially isolated patrons to continue to
attend the theatre despite life changes, such
as the loss of a partner or new living
circumstances. For the price of your show
ticket, you’ll be invited to join State Theatre
Company South Australia for hospitality and
live entertainment. You’ll have the chance to
meet our creatives and staff, as well as chat
with other like-minded theatre-lovers. To
book for A Date With State, please visit the
website https://statetheatrecompany.com.au/
a-date-with-state/

Jan Grosvenor

70

Margaret Yeats

95

July
Pat Cribb

95

Rhonda Dunn

95

Margaret Speck

95

August
Coralie Chapman

90

Gwenda Miller

95

Marilyn Ryan

70

Happy Birthday Ladies! May you all enjoy your
special day.

Tickets to each performance are strictly limited so please book in now to secure your
place. If you have any questions, please
email
development@statetheatrecompany.com.au
or call 08 8415 5333.
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Georgina (June) Hanley OAM

In 1992 when the McLaren Vale & Districts War
Memorial Hospital was in danger of closure June
worked tirelessly on the bi-annual garage
fundraising sales involving the local community.
Over the years this fundraising has refitted a
surgical unit and kept the hospital open. June
only discontinued her volunteering at the
hospital when she turned 90 a few years ago.

All the members of the War Widows’ Guild in SA
were delighted to learn that Mrs June Hanley has
been acknowledged with an OAM at this years’
Australia Day awards.
After her husband died in 1989, June became an
active member of the War Widows Guild in SA.
Over her 30 years of service to the Guild June has
been instrumental in negotiating with ACH to
ensure the most advantageous long term
accommodation outcome for both current and
future war widows.

June is an active member of the Korea & South
East Asia Forces Association, the Royal
Geographic Society, and has been President and
Secretary of the Christies Beach Legacy Club and
the Central Council of Women’s Auxiliary RSL
until it was disbanded in 2018. June is still a
continuous active member of the McLaren Vale
RSL as well as maintaining her support for the
War Widows Guild.

As a member of the War Widows’ June worked
tirelessly on a constitution review and served as
President for 3 years from June 1999 to May 2002,
and as Vice President from 1998-1999, and 20092011. June has also been a committed member of
the Executive Committee from 1996 and is still
serving on this committee.

Congratulations June, you have worked tirelessly
for the betterment of the community with no
regard for personal gain or acknowledgement. A
well-deserved award to recognise your efforts of
years of service to the community.

At the same time as joining the War Widows June
made her home a venue for gatherings to various
groups of bereaved people so that they could find
solace, especially around dates where loss is most
acutely felt. June continued this support for over
two decades.
June worked with enthusiasm and integrity for
many organisations. At the age of 22, as a teacher
June coached primary school children in basketball
(now called netball), representing SA on an
interstate circuit. It is hard to imagine now, but in
those days, there were no books or instruction on
how to coach netball. But June was a leader in
asserting women’s rights to achieve their potential
in sport, just as she also organised sporting
interchanges for young people who were disabled,
disenfranchised or in isolated groups, so they could
participate fully in community activities.
When her children were young June was President
of the Dover Gardens Primary School Women’s
Auxiliary, a member of the Happy Valley Primary
School Council and coached the Happy Valley
Junior Tennis teams. In the 1980s June was a
Committee member and player at the Fairmont
Tennis Club.
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Whilst there is some good work being done to
address this problem, I believe big egos, competing
agendas and organisations stuck in their silos are not
helping the situation. Add in the complexities of an
antiquated system, loud, but not always helpful,
voices and very little collaboration or coordination
among ESOs and service providers and we have a
very serious problem on our hands with veterans and
families often not knowing where to turn in times of
their greatest need.
When Jessie Vasey started this organisation, she was
a visionary who saw that major change was needed
in the veteran and family space of her day and she
went about to make that change, albeit against the
tide. I believe we are once again in a similar
situation and have a responsibility to come up with
solutions to this problem. As your National
President, I will continue to work hard to make this
happen for the good of all whilst looking after the
interests and future of our organisation.
This ANZAC Day, may we never forget the service
and sacrifice that has been made in our name as we
honour the names of fathers and sons, mothers and
daughters, sisters and brothers, who gave their
tomorrows for our today, for this country and the
people they loved.

FROM THE NATIONAL PRESIDENT:
Let me start by acknowledging
the sad passing of His Royal
Highness Prince Phillip the Duke
of Edinburgh and joining with
you in sending thoughts and
prayers to Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II, who finds herself
where we have all been at some time in our life, a
war widow. As your National President, I have sent
an official message of condolence to the Queen and
her family at this sad time.
As women, I believe we are the main custodians of
remembrance. It is our duty to bring to mind the
often untold, unspoken and, therefore, unknown
grief that families, relatives and communities
embrace as a result of wounds, injuries and illness
sustained in conflict by men and women who serve
and have served this great country;
We are the lovers and chief mourners of the
unsettled spirits of those whom have witnessed
such atrocities and pain, that no language could
possibly articulate, and the carers and comforters of
those still fighting the demons of war at home. But
we, the widows of war, do not stand alone in that
grief. That grief is experienced most deeply by all
mothers, wives, daughters, sisters and indeed all
veterans and their families united by defence
service.
With ANZAC Day just around the corner, and in
the words of Dr Brendan Nelson, “…We owe it to
those brave men and women, to their descendants,
to our children and ourselves to not ever allow the
past to become a distant stranger and to never
forget that those sacrifices for peace and freedom
were made in our name.” To acknowledge and
honour our past is an important and integral part of
who we are, but I also believe it is just as important
to look forward. Looking through the rear vision
mirror provides important perspective and helps us
understand where we have come from; however, it
is also imperative to focus on where we are going
to ensure a strong future for the generations to
come. I believe, the Australian War Widows, as
one of Australia’s leading ESOs with its rich 75
year legacy, we have a responsibility to pay
attention to both the front and rear if we, as
women, are to not only survive, but grow stronger
to play an effective part in looking after our
veterans and their families into the future.
The first months of 2021 have seen me attend a
number of meetings, forums and functions
discussing veteran suicide. This is proving to be the
biggest war we are currently facing - the war on the
home front!

Letter of condolence to Her Majesty
From National President
Dear Madam,
On behalf of the Australian War Widows, may I
extend our sympathies to Your Majesty, and to
your family at this sad time. We honour the
service and sacrifice of His Royal Highness
Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh and
acknowledge his service as a World War Two
Veteran and a man who lived his life in the
service of others.
As War Widows, our hearts especially go out to
you as we understand that when your soul mate
passes from this world a piece of you goes with
them. Family is forever and even though your
husband has passed away, his legacy will live
on through the work he did so tirelessly for
others and through you and the legacy of your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren. May the story of your love
for each other light the way through this dark
and difficult time for you and be an inspiration
to others for the generations to come.
We give thanks for the Duke who has made our
world a brighter and better place for having
shared a long and fruitful life with us
all. Lest we forget.
I have the honour to be, Madam, Your
Majesty's humble and obedient servant.
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Report on 9 April General Meeting

BANGKA DAY 79TH ANNIVERSARY

Our speaker at the general meeting on Friday 9
April was Greg Pattinson from Foodbank SA. Greg
gave the members present an outline of the work
of Foodbank do and outlined some of the
programs they have initiated. Greg advised us
that Foodbank was a global network working in 32
member countries. They provide food for 815,00
Australians each month. 1 in 5 people in Australia
experience food insecurity each year. We could
not believe that this is happening in Australia.

Memorial Service
On the morning of Sunday, 14 February 2021,
President, Jan Milham, Vice President Helen
Adamson and Committee member Colleen
Fowler, attended the memorial service.
These members were delighted to attend and
enjoy the superb facilities provided for the
occasion.
White marquees, chairs and catering was set up
on the immaculate lawns. The weather was
perfect, and the guests enjoyed refreshments,
savoury and sweet foods, packaged and
distributed as required by Covid 19 guidelines.
A recent statue of Queen Elizabeth II has been
erected in a very prominent position in the
Government House grounds, for everyone to
view and enjoy.

Things have become much worse due to the Covid
pandemic. In South Australia 31% of food insecure
residents had never gone hungry before Covid.
51% of South Australians have accessed food
relief at least once since the start of the
pandemic.
Foodbank source food and money donations from
a range of areas including farmers and growers,
manufacturers and their suppliers, wholesalers
and retailers, corporate and general monetary donations.

Wing Commander, Sharon Brown (Retired),
captivated the guests with a moving speech,
where she told of her life in the Air Force, her
injuries, and how her life continued in the Air
Force until her subsequent retirement.
Wreathes and tributes were formally laid.
Mrs Le, wife of the Governor, kindly offered
guests to take a wreath as they would be
normally disposed of at the end of the day. Jan
brought a wreath back to The Guild, which she
presented to Thelma Zimmerman.

In South Australia they provide food hubs, pop up
markets and school breakfast programs to name
just a few.
We were all amazed by what Greg told us about
this wonderful organisation. We were happy to
donate some food items and money on the day. If
you want to find out more about this organisation
it is easy to find their website.

HAVE YOUR SAY!

The Women’s Memorial Playing Fields were
established in 1953
Dedicated as a War Memorial to South
Australian Servicewomen in 1956

Recently you will have received a voting paper to
change the name of the Guild. We are the last
State/Territory to make this change, it is a matter
of urgency to get this done so that we are in step
with everyone else. You can still vote even if you
will not be attending the Special General Meeting
on May 14th. Just fill out your voting paper and
send it back to the office by regular post or email,
to arrive no later than May 14th.

In 2022, the Ceremony will be returned to the
South Australian Women’s Memorial Playing
Fields Trust Inc, for the 80th anniversary. The
area is currently undergoing significant
renovation.
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Margaret Weir’s

100th Birthday Celebration

2021 is the 75th Birthday of the Guild
and the Committee are planning a
celebration. At this stage we are hoping
for an Afternoon Tea, venue as yet to be
confirmed, with a proposed date of
October 21st. Numbers will be limited
and so if you would like to attend, register
your interest with the Office.

Congratulations Margaret on reaching this
milestone birthday and receiving the much
coveted letter from Her Majesty, Queen
Elizabeth II.
Margaret Kathleen Martin was born at the
Hindmarsh Hospital. She was the tenth of
eleven children that grew up in a house that
was built by their parents in 1889. Amazingly
Margaret has lived her whole life and still lives
on the same property. On leaving school at
age 14 Margaret did a business course with
“Miss Mann’s College” and after a short stint
at Myers in Rundle street, she became a
comptometer operator. Margaret met her
beloved Andrew through friends in 1942, then
again at the end of WWII. Andrew served with
the RAAF 86th Squadron formed in Gawler.
Margaret and Andrew were married in October
1946 at the Methodist Church in Croydon and
between them they produced five children, six
grandchildren and eight great grandchildren.
During her marriage Margaret was a trailblazer
for women, becoming a working mother. In
1961 she went to work for Readymix for the
next twenty years, reaching the level of
assistant paymaster. On retirement she and
Andy took to the road with a caravan for six
months. Margaret then began playing bowls
which she enjoyed until she turned eighty.
When Andy passed away in 1992 Margaret
became a member of Legacy and the
WWGSA. Margaret has enjoyed many
friendships through those associations and
continues her membership with us to this day.
A wonderful party was held by the family with
around 65 guests to mark the occasion with
the letter from the Queen on display.

If you can help in any way, please let the
office know, they will be delighted to
welcome you aboard!

Community Conversations
The Guild attended the first session of Veterans
SA's new monthly 'Community Conversations
Series' at the Torrens Training Depot, contributing
to discussion on topics and issues of importance
to our community.
The Series aims to bring community leaders
together to share knowledge and best practices,
and explore what is important to our shared
community to help inform and inspire collective
and collaborative learning across the State.
Veterans SA say that the topics will have direct
implications for the veteran community but will
focus more broadly on how those connections can
be supported in the wider South Australian
community and can prove useful in shared
partnerships, bringing community leaders together
to share knowledge and best practices to ensure
the vitality and continuation of our shared
community for generations to come. People can
attend in person or virtually via live streaming.

Here’s to the next milestone Margaret!

The inaugural conversation on the topic of
Transition and Employment included
representatives from Defence Transitions, Soldier
On and RSL SA/NT on the subject of how current
serving members transition as well as some of the
employment support avenues available to those
with military experience. A real eye-opener to
hear what is available these days for transitioning
and transitioned military personnel. More on that
in a later Newsletter.
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Guest Speakers 2021

UPCOMING
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN
COMMEMORATIONS

MAY MEETING SECOND FRIDAY 14TH
DUE TO CLASH WITH LEGACY FUNCTION

May

14th May– Aged Rights Advocacy Service

4

4th June– Joan Coleman, View Club
(affiliated with The Smith Family)

25

Battle of the Coral Sea 1942
15th Anniversary of start of
Operation Astute East Timor

29

International Day of UN
Peacekeepers

29

Aboriginal Veterans’
Commemorative Service

29

Sandakan Remembrance Day
Borneo

5

Bomber Command
Commemorative Service Day

2nd July—Triss Roberts, Queen Adelaide
Society
6 August—AGM
3 September– Susanne Harris, Days for
Girls Australia Ltd

June

If you have any suggestions for future
Guest Speakers please phone the office.
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50th Anniversary of Battle of
Long Khanh
Vietnamese Armed Forces Day

19
27

CHRISTMAS IN JULY
July

At the end of last year, due to safety
concerns, it was with much
disappointment that the Christmas
function had to be cancelled.

PTSD Awareness Day
Reserve Forces Day

1
17
24

The Committee are working with CWA to
reschedule this as a Christmas in July
event. The proposed date is July 12th. If
you had your name down for the
December event you will be contacted by
the office to confirm your attendance.
This will mean your place can be offered
to someone else if you don’t want to go,
and will prevent empty seats at a cost to
the Guild.

25

15th Anniversary of start of
Operation Perth
First arrival of RAMSI forces
in the Soloman Islands 2003
First arrival of Australian
contingent of UNAMIR II in
Rwanda 1994
Korea Veterans Day

27
August

World Suicide Prevention Day
8
13
15
18
13
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70th Anniversary of formation
of Australian Womens’ Army
Service
Sandakan Memorial Day,
Sabah Borneo

Vietnam Veterans Day
Malaya Borneo Veterans Day

The Legend of the Anzacs

For 8 long months they clung on grimly
To those sectors they had won
And though they did not win these cheaply
Their efforts were to be undone

The famous legend of the Anzacs
Was born at Turkey’s Suvla Bay
When Kitchener and Churchill
Sought to drive the Turks away

For the Allied Force Commander
Gave the order to withdraw They would leave by ship (in dead of night)
And rejoin the Empire’s War

The Allied troops were soon committed
To break through the Dardanelles
In a campaign with so many flaws
That would prove a living Hell

It took Australian ingenuity
To disguise their quiet retreat
With drip-tins firing rifles
And sand-bags on their feet

Australians and New Zealanders
Charged up the beach against all odds
As their comrades fell around them
And the sea turned red with blood

The Anzac spirit forged in Turkey
Through much spilled Australian blood
Would be seen again so many times
In Somme trenches, filled with mud

In the chaos and confusion
Of landing on the wrong beach
Assailed by shrapnel, bombs and bullets
Those far cliffs seemed out of reach

The bonds of mateship and endurance
Along with courage and ingenuity
Reflected many national attributes
In these ‘Diggers’ at Gallipoli

For a dug-in Turkish Army
Fiercely fought to drive them back
But sheer grit beneath that barrage
Built the legend of Anzac

There’s a monument at Anzac Cove
Built with Allied and Turkish pride
For the sons of these two nations
Lie buried there – side by side

Now Aussie courage under fire
Had been displayed some years before
With the Light Horse winning 6 VCs
In Transvaal against the Boers

Now ever since, we pause each April
And allow our minds to drift
To those who gave so much for us
We give thanks for freedom’s gift

From Anzac Cove on up to Lone Pine
These gallant troops pursued the fight
Through Shrapnel Valley under fire
They were relentless, day and night

As we reflect upon our Anzacs
There’s a sense of national pride
For their courage and their sacrifice
‘Lest we forget’ all those who died

Despite grave losses they kept fighting
To advance the Allied lines:
Two thousand casualties and 7 VCs Just at the Battle of Lone Pine

Bob Walter

And the pride of Australian Light Horse
(Who at Beersheba would earn great respect)
Saw their ranks cut in half in an hour
While trying to take The Nek
Day and night along Monash Valley
Despite the machine gun’s rattle
Trudged brave Simpson and his Donkey
Bearing wounded from the battle
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“What a little gem the Cucumber is”

The Italian Secret to a Long Marriage

Cucumbers contain
most of the vitamins
you need every day,
just one cucumber
contains Vitamins B1,
B2, B3, B5, B6,
Vitamin C, Folic Acid, Calcium, Iron, Magnesium,
Phosphorus, Potassium and Zinc.

At St Peter’s Catholic Church in Adelaide, they
have weekly husbands’ marriage seminars. At the
session last week the priest asked Giuseppe, who
said he was approaching his 50th wedding
anniversary, to take a few minutes and share some
insight into how he had managed to stay married
to the same woman all these years.
Giuseppe replied to the assembled husbands.
“Wella, I’va tried to treat her nicea, spenda da
money on her, but besta of all is I tooka her to
Italy for the 25th anniversary!”

Feeling tired in the afternoon….put down the
caffeine, pick up a cucumber. The cucumber is a
great pick-me-up that can last for hours.

The priest responded, “Giuseppe, you are an
amazing inspiration to all the husbands here!
Please tell us what you are planning for your wife
for your 50th anniversary?”

Tired of your bathroom mirror fogging up….rub a
slice of cucumber along the mirror, it will eliminate
the fog.
Grubs and slugs ruining your garden beds? Place a
few slices of cucumber in small pie tin and your
garden will be free of pests.

Giuseppe proudly replied, “I gonna go pick her
up.”

The chemicals in the cucumber react with the
aluminium to give off a scent, undetectable by
humans, but pests go crazy!
Want to help a headache? Eat a few cucumber
slices…they contain enough sugar, B vitamins and
electrolytes to replenish essential nutrients the
body lost.

NEW WEBSITE
At the end of last year the Community Webs
host for our website ceased to support small
organizations like the Guild. This means that
we have had to create a new website so that
we have an online presence. Thanks to the
wonderful assistance of Helen Sladdin and her
expertise in this area we will soon be able to
launch our new website.

Need to fix a squeaky hinge? Take a cucumber
slice and rub it along the problematic hinge….it
works a treat!

Raffle Winners 9th April
Helen Meyer and Sharon Weir.
Prizes kindly donated by Sharyn Walter.

Our email address will also be changing so if
you receive the newsletter via email, make sure
to add the new address and delete the old one
or your newsletter may end up in your Spam
folder!

Suggestions for future Activities
Film Afternoon, with afternoon tea.
Monthly book club.
Jewellery making.
Port River Dolphin Cruise.

The new details are on the front page of this
newsletter.

The Committee welcome your suggestions also.
9

Rambling Rose

From Cowell it was Whyalla, and I have to say I
didn’t like it much, then on to Point Lowly to
“free camp” for 4 nights. A beautiful spot. From
there we headed to Clare where some nice
person stole my hitch pin from the Tow Bar, even
though it was padlocked, but thankfully not
while the van was attached! I now have a locking
one which should prevent a recurrence. I
explored Burra and then drove back to the van
via the circuitous route back to Clare. Sadly, I
didn’t “do” any of the wineries, another time
maybe. I left Clare for Nuriootpa, where I got
“help” to park up and then I managed to break
the hose connection on the van! I fitted a new
one after much mucking about only to come
back after a walk to find the hose had popped off
and I was water logged! I briefly came back to
Adelaide and have now left for more adventures.

Greetings from Gypsy Rose and Ruby!!
Just after New Year we headed to Port Augusta as
our first overnight stop. It was a long drive, so the
plans changed and it was decided to stop in
Wudinna on the way to Ceduna which was to be
the start point of our adventures on the Eyre
Peninsular. We checked out Pete’s Humpy and the
Dinosaur Ants in Poochera along the way. In
Wudinna there is an amazing Granite statue to the
Pioneer farming families of the area, it’s a
stunning tribute and well worth a look. I arrived in
Ceduna and was a tad put out when asked if I
needed someone to back the van into position!
For the next month I bounced down the West
coast, somewhere we had never been before.
Streaky Bay was challenging as it was school
holidays and the park was full to bursting of all
these little darlings that liked to rise early while
Mum & Dad stayed in bed! Hey Ho, the joys of
caravan parks!! I loved Elliston and the pub did a
great Fish & Chips takeaway for $20! The Mural
on the community centre there is a tribute to the
local pioneers and looks amazing. I had a week or
so in Port Lincoln and managed to get out and see
the National Park. I puffed my way up Stamford
Hill and it was worth it for the view. Sadly, I
couldn’t camp there as no dogs are allowed.
Tumby Bay was the next stop where there is some
amazing street art around the town. In March
they have “Colour me Tumby” and a local told me
more murals were planned. On the approach to
Tumby, just off the highway, is some stunning Silo
Art. It’s of some local boys jumping off the jetty.
The artists who do these murals are truly amazing
to get the detail and perspective on such a large
scale! Tumby Bay was where things started to go
pear shaped. I had been on site for about an hour
when some “numpty” reversed their caravan into
my car!! Not happy, Jan!!! Luckily the car is
driveable so I will get it repaired when I am going
to be somewhere long enough to be able to book
it in. The next stop was Cowell to another
jam-packed park, this time it was “spot the SA
plates” as all the vans seemed to be from NSW
and Qld!! Some had been there for months and
were heading home in March.

Silo Art, Tumby Bay

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We welcome member articles for the newsletter.
Send in your recipes, what you did during COVID,
anything you think others may find interesting.
We also welcome suggestions for Guest Speakers
just send us the contact details of the group,
organization or person.
Is there somewhere you think might make a good
social outing? It doesn’t have to be a day trip.
Variety is the Spice of Life!
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Reconstruction Training Scheme classes in loom
weaving commenced.

From the Archives
Through the efforts of Mrs Jessie Vasey, Guilds
were formed in all states. Mrs Vasey believed
that the surest way to rehabilitation was through
self-help. To this end she organised the
formation of craft groups in all states.

Towards the end of 1940 members travelled to the
country to sell their wares. Exhibition and Sale of
Work shows were held in Broken Hill, Mt Gambier,
Naracoorte, Murray Bridge, Maitland, Kadina and
Mt Barker. In one trip to Broken Hill the members
sold 500 pounds worth of goods and took orders
for another 400 pounds. A considerable amount
of money in the 1940s.

In September 1946, the initial step towards the
formation of the War Widows’ Craft Guild in
South Australia was undertaken by Mrs Jefferson
Walker. There was opposition to forming this
group as it was said that a group of widows
would only get together to cry. How wrong they
were; as our charter was to help each other in
every way; we learnt to laugh again in spite of
the cruel treatment of widows by many people.

From February 1947, the RSL made their Music
Room available for our monthly General Meetings,
held on the first Friday of the month. In
November 1947 Mrs Vasey called a conference of
delegates from all states to meet in Melbourne to
form a federal body; the War Widows’ Guild of
Australia.

After forming a provisional Committee the first
committee meeting in SA was held in the Lady
Mayoress’s Room in the Adelaide Town Hall on
22nd October 1946. The first General Meeting
was held at WANS Headquarters on North
Terrace on 8th November, where 150 were
present. The annual membership fee was set at
one shilling. A public meeting was held on 21st
November 1946 to launch the Guild in South
Australia. The Advertiser provided support via
publicity and launched an appeal for funds
through the newspaper raising 3,000 pounds.

(More of the story of our history in the next issue
of our Newsletter)

The fighting Forces Comforts Fund gave 1,000
pounds to help the Guild get off the ground with
rooms found at a peppercorn rental at Kingsway
House, 89 Flinders Street. This was the Guild’s
headquarters for 13 years.
Mrs Vasey’s idea was to find some way by which
the young war widow could supplement her
meagre pension by doing handcrafts at home. In
February 1947, with the craft side of the Guild in
mind Mrs Vasey offered to lend SA a weaving
instructor so that broomstick weaving could
begin. In May 1947 the Commonwealth
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The Trading Table
During every meeting we have a
Trading Table which has been run by
the amazing Thelma Zimmerman.
She has decided that it is time to
hand over the reins and so Marge
Stevens will now be the “face” of the
Trading Table. Members are
encouraged to donate fresh produce
from their gardens if they have
excess. We also like Jams and
Chutney too! Members can
purchase from the table, which is
one of the ways that the Guild raises
money. Thelma has done a fantastic
job of running the Trading Table and
helping you with your purchases,
and we’d like to thank her for all her
hard work setting it up each month.
Card facilities are now available for
your convenience.

GENERAL MEETINGS
General Meetings have resumed for those
that wish to attend and we are adhering to
social distancing requirements as laid
down by SA Health. Sadly we are unable
to have lunches for now, but you can still
have a cuppa after meetings.
• Tuesday
Exercise Classes have
resumed (with a cuppa and a chat
afterwards)
•

Puzzle challenge

Meeting days are the first Friday of the
month, except December and January.
May meeting is on 14th due to a clash
with Legacy Mother’s Day Luncheon
which members want to attend.
If you need to, you can always contact:
President: Jan Milham on 0438 081 939

ARE YOU A WORKING WIDOW?

NEW NUMBER FOR DVA

It has been brought to our attention that some
members may be interested in getting together
on the occasional evening or weekend for
activities more in line with their interests and
physical abilities. If you would be interested to
have an informal get together, then please
contact the office or one of the committee to
register your interest and ideas. The aim would
be to meet in a central location to avoid the need
for some members to travel considerable
distance, but occasional travel further afield could
be considered.

DVA is gradually transitioning to a new
contact number. The General Enquiries
number will remain active for some time
until the new number, 1800 VETERAN
(1800 838372) takes over. DVA have made
these changes to make it simpler for clients
to connect with the right person to assist
them. There are no changes to the number
for Health Providers to contact DVA for
advice, approvals or program related
information

The opinions expressed in member
articles in this Newsletter are not
necessarily those of the War Widows’
Guild of SA Inc and should not be
taken as to be so. Whilst we make every
attempt to check articles for factual
accuracy, we apologize if occasionally
something goes awry.
Editor: Jenny Checkley.

The War Widows’ Guild of
Australia SA Inc. thanks the office
of James Stevens, MP, the Federal
Member for Sturt for printing our
Guild Newsletter
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