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Guido Van Helten’s mural on the Wellington Dam wall in Collie. (ABC South West: Anthony Pancia)

Wellington Dam Mural

The Wellington Dam is fed by the Collie River. It is the largest dam in south west Australia and the second 
largest in the country. First built in 1933 it has since been extended and developed. Twice the storage capacity 
has been enlarged to meet demand. In 1956 the dam wall was raised by 15 metres and a hydro power station was 
added. The dam and the reservoir which sits behind it are key features of the local environment and its economy.

The Mural on the Wellington Dam, unveiled in February 2021, is thought to be the largest dam mural in the world. 
The Wellington Dam wall on which the mural is painted stands 34 metres high and 367 metres wide. Guido Van 
Helten’s mural covers an enormous 8000 square metres.

The mural itself is called ‘Reflections‘. It has been inspired by local stories and photographs which is similar to 
many of his works. Guido Van Helten is very much an artist who likes his art to be reflect a sense of history and 
community.
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BUS TRIP
POINT WALTER/FREMANTLE

Monday 15 March 2021
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Jan McLeod
State President

State President’s Report

Welcome and hello to all our 
readers. I hope that you have 
enjoyed a happy and safe Easter. 
I must admit to being surprised 
with retail trading hours these 
days, but I suppose that just 
shows my age. I try to avoid the 
shops as I prefer to eat hot cross 
buns, easter eggs and relax.
We were off to a shaky start 
this year with our first meeting 
being cancelled due to the 
Covid lockdown. However, we 
reconvened the following week 
and it was so lovely to see 
everyone.
Once again, the Premier’s 
Anzac Tour Students held 
their presentation in our hall at 
Plantation Street, Menora. It is 
always a pleasure to be part of 
this event and get to meet the 
amazing students involved. This 
year was a little different as there 
were only four new students, the 
rest were from last years intake. 
Due to the participants inability to 
travel in 2020 due to Covid19 the 
combined groups will now travel 
together throughout Western 
Australia in 2021.
Our members who attend the 
regular meetings were invited 
to lunch at Parliament House in 
March by the Minister for Housing; 
Veterans Issues’ and Youth, Mr 
Peter Tinley AM MLA. It was a 
most enjoyable outing with a short 
tour of parliament before lunch.
National zoom meetings have 
continued every two months. 
Hopefully we will soon be able 
to have an AGM face to face. 
Zoom has been a great method of 
contact between states but is not 
the same as personally being with 
people.

In March, the ladies enjoyed a 
lovely outing to Fremantle for 
fish and chips at Cicerello’s. The 
fish tanks are fascinating and 
the variety of fish and coral is 
absolutely amazing. I made sure I 
visited every beautiful tank.
I would like to thank the ladies 
on the Executive Committee 
for their continued support and 
commitment to our organisation. 
Especially, Kay Hair who recently 
lay a wreath on behalf of war 
widows at the memorial service 
for the sinking of the HMAS 
Perth and the USS Houston. Also 
thank you to Hazel Donald for 
your assistance with our weekly 
meetings.
Executive Officer, Jenny 
Knight and I attended the 
Deputy Commissioner’s (DVA) 
Consultative Forum along with 
other ESOs in March for a 
zoom meeting with Mrs Gwen 
Cherne, the new ‘Veteran Family 
Advocate’. Gwen outlined what 
she hopes to achieve in her new 
position.
I am also happy to announce that 
two of our “Lease for Life” units 
have been re- leased with two still 
available.
On a personal note, I have held 
this position for almost six years 
and am looking forward to retiring 
soon. I could not have managed 
without the help of the committee 
and wonderful staff. So, I would 
like to give them all my heartfelt 
thanks.

Jan McLeod
State President



APRIL 2021   AUSTRALIAN WAR WIDOWS WA INC  /  5  

Rhondda Vanzella OAM

National President

National President’s Message

Let me start by acknowledging 
the sad passing of His Royal 
Highness Prince Phillip, Duke of 
Edinburgh and joining with you in 
sending thoughts and prayers to 
Her Majesty, Queen Elisabeth II, 
who finds herself where we have 
all been at some time in our life, 
a war widow. As your National 
President, I have sent an official 
message of condolence to the 
Queen and her family at this sad 
time.
As women, I believe we are the 
main custodians of remembrance. 
It is our duty to bring to mind 
the often untold, unspoken 
and, therefore, unknown grief 
that families, relatives and 
communities embrace as a result 
of wounds, injuries and illness 
sustained in conflict by men 
and women who serve and have 
served this great country;
We are the lovers and chief 
mourners of the unsettled spirits 
of those whom have witnessed 
such atrocities and pain, that 
no language could possibly 
articulate, and the carers and 
comforters of those still fighting 
the demons of war at home. But 
we, the widows of war, do not 
stand alone in that grief. That grief 
is experienced most deeply by all 
mothers, wives, daughters, sisters 
and indeed all veterans and their 
families united by defence service.
With ANZAC Day just around the 
corner, and in the words of Dr 
Brendan Nelson, “…We owe it to 
those brave men and women, to 
their descendants, to our children 
and ourselves to not ever allow 
the past to become a distant 
stranger and to never forget that 
those sacrifices for peace and 
freedom were made in our name.” 
To acknowledge and honour our 
past is an important and integral 

part of who we are, but I also 
believe it is just as important to 
look forward. Looking through 
the rear vision mirror provides 
important perspective and helps 
us understand where we have 
come from; however, it is also 
imperative to focus on where we 
are going to ensure a strong future 
for the generations to come.
I believe, the Australian War 
Widows, as one of Australia’s 
leading ESOs (Ex-service 
organisations) with its rich 75 year 
legacy, we have a responsibility to 
pay attention to both the front and 
rear if we, as women, are to not 
only survive, but grow stronger to 
play an effective part in looking 
after our veterans and their 
families into the future.
The first months of 2021 have 
seen me attend a number of 
meetings, forums and functions 
discussing veteran suicide. This 
is proving to be the biggest war 
we are currently facing - the war 
on the home front! Whilst there is 
some good work being done to 
address this problem, I believe 
big egos, competing agendas, 
and organisations stuck in their 
silos are not helping the situation. 
Add in the complexities of an 
antiquated system, loud, but not 
always helpful, voices and very 
little collaboration or coordination 
among ESOs and service 
providers and we have a very 
serious problem on our hands 
with veterans and families often 
not knowing where to turn in times 
of their greatest need.
When Jessie Vasey started this 
organisation, she was a visionary 
who saw that major change was 
needed in the veteran and family 
space of her day and she went 
about to make that change, albeit 
against the tide. I believe we are 

once again in a similar situation 
and have a responsibility to come 
up with solutions to this problem. 
As your National President, I will 
continue to work hard to make 
this happen for the good of all 
whilst looking after the interests 
and future of our organisation.
This ANZAC Day, may we never 
forget the service and sacrifice 
that has been made in our name 
as we honour the names of fathers 
and sons, mothers and daughters, 
sisters and brothers, who gave 
their tomorrows for our today, for 
this country and the people they 
loved.
Whether you go to your local 
service, stand in your driveway 
or join a service online, let me 
encourage you that we are all 
in this together as we light up 
the dawn guided by the lives 
and example of those that have 
gone before. Lest we forget. For 
ideas on how to commemorate 
this Anzac Day, you can visit our 
website: www.warwidows.org.au

Rhondda Vanzella OAM
National President
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Mandurah Report

Welcome Back! The new year is 
rapidly moving along, and it is 
hard to believe its April already.

The Mandurah ladies reconvened 
for 2021 on February 22 at the 
waterfront Café “Samudera”. It 
was wonderful to meet up with 
this lovely group of women over 
coffee and chat about what 
plans we have for the coming 
months. As always, the sun was 
shining, and the morning tea was 
delicious.

In March, the ladies and I had 
a lovely lunch at Cicerello’s in 

Mandurah where we sat with 
a delightful war veteran who 
entertained us with his stories.

Anzac Day this year will be the 
first full traditional one since 
COVID-19. The Driveway Service 
will also stay which will enable 
those who cannot attend to take 
part at home. This is a special day 
for many to remember and honour 
their loved ones.

Anita Atkin

Coordinator
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No. 31

WARTIME SNAPSHOTS
Centenary of the  
Royal Australian Air Force

Australian military aviation began in 1914 shortlyAustralian military aviation began in 1914 shortly  
before the First World War, when the Australian Flyingbefore the First World War, when the Australian Flying  
Corps’ (AFC) Central Flying School at Point CookCorps’ (AFC) Central Flying School at Point Cook  
admitted its first four pupils. By 1918 when the waradmitted its first four pupils. By 1918 when the war  
ended, the AFC had four squadrons in the field andended, the AFC had four squadrons in the field and    
four training squadrons in England. The following yearfour training squadrons in England. The following year  
it was disbanded and replaced by theit was disbanded and replaced by the  
Australian Air Corps, which in 1921 becameAustralian Air Corps, which in 1921 became
the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF).the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF).  
Though it was a new establishment, theThough it was a new establishment, the  
RAAF took on the history and traditionsRAAF took on the history and traditions  
forged by the wartime AFC.forged by the wartime AFC.

  

1921–2021
Centenary  

of the RAAF
Commemorating the

The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) was established in 1921, 

building on the foundations laid by its forerunner, the Australian 

Flying Corps, during the First World War. Ever since, the 

RAAF has played a vital role in Australia’s military operations.  

From the Second World War, through Korea, Borneo, Malaya, 

Vietnam, the Persian Gulf and Afghanistan to peacekeeping 

and humanitarian operations, air force personnel have earned 

the respect of Australians and people around the world.

P0
42
37

Further information can be found at anzacportal.dva.gov.au

anzacpor
tal.dva.go

v.au

W
AR
TI

ME
 SNAPSHOTS

31C
e
ntenary of the Royal Au

str
al
ia

n 
Ai
r
 
Fo
r
c
e
 

Background
During the Second World War RAAF personnel served around the world. Many completed advanced 
training in Canada under the Empire Air Training Scheme (EATS) before serving with Britain’s Royal Air 
Force (RAF) in some of the war’s most significant aerial campaigns, from the Battle of the Atlantic and 
the bomber offensive against Germany to the fighting over North Africa and the Mediterranean. After 
Japan entered the war, RAAF personnel defended Australia against air raids, contributed to important 
victories in Papua and New Guinea, flew long-range reconnaissance and bombing operations against 
targets as distant as Borneo and the Philippines, and transported men and equipment around 
Australia and the region, playing a key role in Allied operations across Asia and the Pacific. 

RAAF aircrew flew in the Berlin Airlift of 1948–49, part of the successful effort to defeat a Soviet 
blockade of the city, and in 1950 the RAAF was one of the first of the United Nations’ air forces to 
deploy on operations in Korea, going on to fly combat, reconnaissance, ground support, escort and 
medical evacuation operations through the three years of the Korean War. On the other side of the 
world, RAAF personnel deployed to Malta as part of a British campaign to counter Soviet influence in 
the Middle East. 

Closer to home, the RAAF operated against communist guerrillas during the Malayan Emergency, flying 
bombing and transport operations. In the Vietnam War, RAAF transport aircraft were at the vanguard 
of Australia’s air operations, joined later by a squadron of bombers and another of helicopters. A 
handful of RAAF airmen also served in United States Air Force units. 

Since the early years of the 21st century, RAAF personnel have served in wars in the Middle East 
and Afghanistan carrying out combat operations, maritime surveillance, and reconnaissance and 
intelligence flights alongside the air forces of allied nations. Along with service through wars and 
conflicts, for more than seven decades RAAF personnel have also been involved in peacekeeping and 
humanitarian operations spanning the globe, from Africa and the Middle East to Southeast Asia, East 
Timor and the Pacific. 

The RAAF has played a central role in Australian military operations for more than a century. Its 
personnel have served in every war and conflict in which Australia has been involved since 1921, but 
its traditions and history go back to the AFC and the airfield at Point Cook on the eve of the Great War.
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Thanks for your Support

Members have been represented at the following commemorative events and meetings. 
Thank you to the following representatives for your efforts and commitment.

FEBRUARY
11 Unit and Kindred  Jan McLeod
25  Premier’s Anzac Student Tour  Jenny Knight
  Jan McLeod
26  School Visit and Presentation  Jenny Knight
  Jan McLeod
28  HMAS Perth & USS Houston Memorial  Kay Hair
 Fremantle   

Notice is hereby given that the 75th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF AUSTRALIAN 
WAR WIDOWS W.A. INC. will be held at the Marjorie Le Souef Administration and 
Community Centre, Menora on Monday, 14 June 2021 commencing at 11.00 am. 
Nomination forms are available from the office and all nominations must be delivered 
to the Secretary of the Guild not less than 7 days before the date fixed for the holding 

of the Annual General Meeting.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
OF

AUSTRALIAN WAR WIDOWS W.A. INC.
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Dates to Remember

Australian War Widows W.A. Inc. meet the first Monday of the Month. 

Every other Monday is a social get together.

MAY

17 Mandurah Dolphin Cruise/Lunch with Mandurah Ladies (at own expense)

JUNE

14 Annual General Meeting – 11.00am Marjorie Le Souef Community Centre

15 Plantation Street, Menora Light Lunch provided – Cost $20.00

Subscriptions 2021

The Annual Subscription Form for 2021 was in our December Issue 

of the Guild News. If you have not renewed your membership please 

forward $20.00 subscription fee as soon as possible to:

The Secretary

Australian War Widows W.A. Inc.

15 Plantation Street

MENORA WA 6050

If you wish to pay by direct deposit please contact the Guild on 

9371 7470 during office hours Mon – Wed – 8.30 am – 2.30 pm.
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Australian Technical Advisory Group on Immunisation (ATAGI) 
Advice on the relative timing of administering influenza and COVID-19 vaccines in 2021 
Version 2.0 (12 March 2021) 
 
What’s Changed: 
 

• Further information has been added about COVID-19 vaccines Comirnaty (Pfizer) and 
COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca 

This guidance will continue to be updated as further information and new vaccines become available. 
 
Key messages: 

• Routine scheduling and co-administration of an influenza vaccine with a COVID-19 
vaccine on the same day is not recommended. 

• The preferred minimum interval between a dose of seasonal influenza vaccine and a 
dose of Comirnaty (Pfizer) or COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca is 14 days. 

• There may be circumstances where co-administration or near administration (within 
days) of an influenza vaccine with a COVID-19 vaccine may be considered. 

• There is no particular requirement regarding the order of receiving a dose of 
influenza vaccine and either the first or second dose of a COVID-19 vaccine. 

• If an influenza vaccine has been inadvertently co-administered or given within a 
shorter interval than 14 days with a COVID-19 vaccine, revaccination with either 
vaccine is not considered necessary. 
 

Advice on the AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine response to new vaccine safety concerns                
(8 April 2021) 
 

Summary: 

• ATAGI notes further evidence of a rare but serious side effect involving thrombosis 
(clotting) with thrombocytopenia (low blood platelet count) following receipt of 
COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca. 

• ATAGI recommends that the COVID-19 vaccine by Pfizer (Comirnaty) is preferred 
over COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca in adults aged under 50 years.   This 
recommendation is based on the increasing risk of severe outcomes COVID-19 in 
older adults (and hence a higher benefit from vaccination) and a potentially 
increased risk of thrombosis with thrombocytopenia following AstraZeneca vaccine 
in those under 50 years. 

• COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca can be used in adults aged under 50 years where the 
benefits clearly outweigh the risk for that individual and the person has made an 
informed decision based on an understanding of the risks and benefits. 

• People who have had the first dose of COVID-19 Vaccine AstraZeneca without any 
serious adverse effects can be given the second dose, including adults under 50 
years. 
 

This information was copied and reproduced in part from the ATAGI site on 21 March 2021 
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Concessions in Western Australia 

Who is eligible for a concession? 

The organisation that offers the product or service, e.g., your local council, decides what 
sort of concession is offered and to whom it is offered. Our Pensioner Concession Card 
(PCC) and Veteran Gold Card holders are usually eligible for concessions, but it is 
important to contact the organisation offering the concession to confirm your eligibility. 

Health Concessions 

Treatment Cards 

If you have a DVA treatment card (Gold or Veteran White Card) you should always use this 
card for medical, hospital, pharmaceutical and allied health services. 

Pharmaceutical benefits 

PCC holders are eligible for medication under the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS) 
at $6.60 per prescription. Your pharmacist can tell you which medicines are listed under the 
scheme. Premiums charged by manufacturers may apply to some alternative 
brands/medicines. Once you have spent the PBS Safety Net threshold amount on PBS 
medicines, you will receive free PBS medicines for the rest of the year. For more 
information, please visit: 
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/individuals/services/medicare/pharmaceutical-benefits-
scheme 

National Diabetes Services Scheme 

You can receive a range of Australian Government approved products at a reduced price. 
For more information contact the scheme on 1300 136 588 or visit their website at: 
www.ndss.com.au.  

Hearing Services 

The Office of Hearing Services provides vouchers which enable you to get hearing 
assessments and devices from hearing service providers of your choice. This includes the 
cost of fitting the device. For more information contact the Office of Hearing Services on 
1800 500 726, email hearing@health.gov.au or visit their website at: 
hearingservices.gov.au.  

Dental Services 

The Government Subsidised Oral Health Care Scheme provides PCC holders with 
subsidised dental treatment. This treatment can be received at a Public Dental Clinic or at 
participating Private Dental Clinics. Gold Card holders may be eligible for care at public  
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dental clinics only in certain remote locations. For more information contact the Dental 
Health Services Administration on (08) 9313 0555 or visit their website at: 
www.dental.wa.gov.au/. 

WA Spectacle Subsidy Scheme 

PCC holders who do not hold either a Gold Card or a Veteran White Card which entitles 
them to receive treatment at DVA expense for eye disabilities can receive a subsidy of up to 
$54.34 (as of 1 July 2019) for spectacles once every two years. For more information 
contact the Department of Health on (08) 9222 4222 or visit their website at: 
www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/Healthy-WA/Spectacle-Subsidy-Scheme. 

St John Ambulance Services 

WA PCC holders and senior citizens aged 65 years and over may receive either a 50% 
discount or free emergency/medically necessary Ambulance transport, if they meet the 
relevant eligibility criteria. 

For more information, contact St John Ambulance Service on (08) 9334 1222 or visit their 
website at: www.stjohnambulance.com.au/ambulance-and-health-services/metro-
ambulance-service/pensioner-ambulance-service. 

Transport Concessions 

Public transport – Transperth 

PCC holders and holders of a WA Seniors card are entitled to free or concession public 
transport on Transperth services between certain times. 

People with a vision impairment can access free travel at all times if they possess a 
Western Australian Vision Impairment Travel Pass. Holders of a Health Care Card only are 
able to access concession rates. 

For more information contact Transperth on 13 62 13 or visit their website at: 
www.transperth.wa.gov.au/SmartRider/Types-of-SmartRider/Pensioner-SmartRider. 

Concession - Veterans SmartRider holders 

Veterans (including wholly dependent partners and war widow/ers) receiving a pension may 
be entitled to free or concession travel on Transperth services. 

You must apply for a Veterans SmartRider to access this concession. 

For more information contact Transperth on 13 62 13 or visit their website at: 
www.transperth.wa.gov.au/SmartRider/Types-of-SmartRider/Veterans-SmartRider. 

Public Transport – Transwa 

Veteran SmartRider holders and pension card holders are entitled to a 50% concession. 
Gold Card holders are entitled to two free return journeys or four single journeys per 
calendar year. 
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be entitled to free or concession travel on Transperth services. 

You must apply for a Veterans SmartRider to access this concession. 

For more information contact Transperth on 13 62 13 or visit their website at: 
www.transperth.wa.gov.au/SmartRider/Types-of-SmartRider/Veterans-SmartRider. 

Public Transport – Transwa 

Veteran SmartRider holders and pension card holders are entitled to a 50% concession. 
Gold Card holders are entitled to two free return journeys or four single journeys per 
calendar year. 
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From January 2020, Transwa will maintain digital Pensioner Free Travel Entitlements for 
registered WA concession cardholders. Travel entitlements will remain the same but the 
change means DVA will no longer send WA Free Trip Vouchers with new concession cards. 
Bookings for travel in 2020 begin from 3 October 2019. 

Eligible WA pensioner concession cardholders can complete a registration form online by 
visiting transwa.wa.gov.au/pensioner-free-travel. WA residents living above the 26th parallel 
should contact the Department of Transport for details regarding their travel entitlement. 
Visit https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/aboutus/pensioner-free-trip-scheme.asp.  

For more information contact Transwa on 1300 662 205 or visit their website at: 
www.transwa.wa.gov.au/ or email: concessions@transwa.wa.gov.au, or contact the 
Western Australian Department of Transport on 1300 660 147 or email: 
travelsubsidies@transport.wa.gov.au. 

Country Age Pension Fuel Card 

The Country Age Pension Fuel Card provides eligible pensioners with up to $575 a year 
towards the cost of fuel and/or taxi travel from participating providers to offer more support 
for the transport needs of eligible pensioners living in country areas. Applicants must be 
receiving a Department of Veterans' Affairs Service Pension and living in an eligible regional 
location. 

For more information, please phone the Country Age Pension Fuel Card information line on 
1300 666 609 or visit the website at: www.drd.wa.gov.au/projects/Roads-and-
Transport/Pages/Country-Age-Pension-Fuel-Card.aspx. 

Household Concessions 

Australia Post 

Australia Post offers a 40% discount on postage stamps, discounts on re-directing mail and 
deliver some items that aid the sight of people with a vision impairment free of charge, or at 
a discounted rate, for Gold, White and Orange card holders. 

For more information contact Australia Post on 13 76 78 or visit auspost.com.au/. 

Telstra 

Telstra offer a number of concessions to PCC holders, including a discount on new 
telephone service connection fee and a reduction in your home line plan costs. 

For more information contact Telstra on 1800 676 442 or visit their website at 
www.telstra.com.au/home-phone. 

Electricity: Synergy and Horizon Power – Residential customers 

PCC and Gold Card holders are eligible for a rebate on supply charges, account 
establishment fees and meter testing fees. CSHC holders who also hold a WA Seniors Card 
are eligible for a rebate on supply charges. 
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telephone service connection fee and a reduction in your home line plan costs. 
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Electricity: Synergy and Horizon Power – Residential customers 

PCC and Gold Card holders are eligible for a rebate on supply charges, account 
establishment fees and meter testing fees. CSHC holders who also hold a WA Seniors Card 
are eligible for a rebate on supply charges. 

For more information contact Synergy on 13 13 53 (TTY 13 36 77), or visit their website at: 
www.synergy.net.au/ or Horizon Power on 1800 267 929 (TTY 1800 461 499), or visit their 
website at: www.horizonpower.com.au/. 

Energy Assistance Payment (formerly Cost of Living Assistance CoLA) - $305 

The Energy Assistance payment of $305 inclusive of GST is divided into daily amounts and 
credited to Synergy or Horizon Power customers’ electricity bills. If you are not a direct 
customer of these energy suppliers check your eligibility for the Energy Concession 
Extension Scheme. Applicants must hold a Veterans Affairs Gold Card or Pension Card. 

Pensioners and Seniors Rebate Scheme 

The Pensioners and Seniors Rebate Scheme provides concessions to eligible pensioners 
and seniors on their local government rates charges, the emergency services levy, 
underground electricity charges (if applicable) and water service charges. The concessions 
available are either a rebate on, or the deferment, of these charges. 

As from the commencement of the 2016-17 rating year (1 July 2016), if you claim a 
concession using a Pensioner Concession Card, State Concession Card, or WA Seniors 
Card and Commonwealth Seniors Health Card, the rebate will be limited to a maximum 
(capped) amount which is reviewed annually. 

For more information, please phone the Office of State Revenue on 08 9262 1373 (1300 
368 364 for country callers) or visit their website at: 
https://www.wa.gov.au/service/community-services/grants-and-subsidies/apply-pensioners-
or-seniors-rebate 

Air Conditioning Rebate 

This rebate subsidises the cost of operating an Air Conditioner for eligible households in 
areas of high heat discomfort. The amount of the subsidy varies depending on where you 
live. Permanent residents of caravan parks can also apply for this rebate. 

For more information, please visit: 
www.concessions.communities.wa.gov.au/Concessions/Pages/Air-Conditioning-Rebate---
Electricity.aspx. 

Housing 

PCC holders are eligible for a range of programs for low and middle income earners who 
are seeking rental accommodation or home finance. These include rental assistance, bond 
assistance, mortgage support and home purchase assistance programs. For more 
information contact the Department of Communities, Housing Division, on (08) 9476 2444. 

Vehicle Concessions 

Drivers’ Licences and Social Vehicle Licences 

A concession or exemption on driver’s licence and social vehicle licence fees may be 
available to eligible veterans and PCC holders. 
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For more information contact the Department of Transport on 131 156 or visit their website 
at: www.transport.wa.gov.au/licensing/licensing.asp. 

Motor Vehicle GST exemption 

Once every 2 years or 40,000 km, eligible veterans are entitled to GST exemption on the 
purchase of a new car. GST exemption is also available on spare parts necessary for the 
running of a motor car. 

For more information visit www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/People-with-disability/Tax-
concessions---cars/Eligibility-for-car-tax-concessions/ or refer to Supply of Cars and Car 
Parts GST Free. 

Other Concessions 

TAFEWA or Registered Training Organisation Fees and Charges 

PCC holders are entitled to a discounted rate training fee. The course must be provided by 
TAFEWA or a registered training organisation that is funded by the Western Australian 
Department of Education. 

For more information contact the Western Australian Department of Education on (08) 9264 
4111 or visit their website at: www.education.wa.edu.au. 

Public Trustee Will Drafting Service 

The WA Public Trustee provides Will drafting, trustee and asset management services to all 
Western Australians. A discounted Will service fee is available for concession card holders 
applying to one Will per 12 month period for some concession card holders. 

For more information contact the Public Trustee on 1300 746 116 or visit 
www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-justice/public-trustee. 

State Concession Card 

The State Concession Card (SCC) is provided to specific DVA pensioners who are not 
eligible for the PCC. This card allows you to receive a 50% rebate, or deferment of 
payment, on Local Government Rates and Water Authority of WA water, sewerage, and 
drainage rates. A means test may apply. 

For more information on the SCC contact the Department of Communities, Child Protection 
and Family Support, on: (08) 9222 2555, 1800 622 258 (Country free call) or visit their 
website at: 
www.dcp.wa.gov.au/SupportingIndividualsAndFamilies/Pages/StateConcessionCard.aspx. 

WA Seniors Card 

The WA Seniors Card is issued free and provides access to savings on a range of goods 
and services provided by participating businesses. For more information contact WA 
Seniors Card on (08) 6551 8800 (TTY 1800 555 677) (Country free call 1800 671 233), of 
visit their website at: www.seniorscard.wa.gov.au/. 



APRIL 2021   AUSTRALIAN WAR WIDOWS WA INC  /  17  

For more information contact the Department of Transport on 131 156 or visit their website 
at: www.transport.wa.gov.au/licensing/licensing.asp. 

Motor Vehicle GST exemption 

Once every 2 years or 40,000 km, eligible veterans are entitled to GST exemption on the 
purchase of a new car. GST exemption is also available on spare parts necessary for the 
running of a motor car. 

For more information visit www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/People-with-disability/Tax-
concessions---cars/Eligibility-for-car-tax-concessions/ or refer to Supply of Cars and Car 
Parts GST Free. 

Other Concessions 

TAFEWA or Registered Training Organisation Fees and Charges 

PCC holders are entitled to a discounted rate training fee. The course must be provided by 
TAFEWA or a registered training organisation that is funded by the Western Australian 
Department of Education. 

For more information contact the Western Australian Department of Education on (08) 9264 
4111 or visit their website at: www.education.wa.edu.au. 

Public Trustee Will Drafting Service 

The WA Public Trustee provides Will drafting, trustee and asset management services to all 
Western Australians. A discounted Will service fee is available for concession card holders 
applying to one Will per 12 month period for some concession card holders. 

For more information contact the Public Trustee on 1300 746 116 or visit 
www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-justice/public-trustee. 

State Concession Card 

The State Concession Card (SCC) is provided to specific DVA pensioners who are not 
eligible for the PCC. This card allows you to receive a 50% rebate, or deferment of 
payment, on Local Government Rates and Water Authority of WA water, sewerage, and 
drainage rates. A means test may apply. 

For more information on the SCC contact the Department of Communities, Child Protection 
and Family Support, on: (08) 9222 2555, 1800 622 258 (Country free call) or visit their 
website at: 
www.dcp.wa.gov.au/SupportingIndividualsAndFamilies/Pages/StateConcessionCard.aspx. 

WA Seniors Card 

The WA Seniors Card is issued free and provides access to savings on a range of goods 
and services provided by participating businesses. For more information contact WA 
Seniors Card on (08) 6551 8800 (TTY 1800 555 677) (Country free call 1800 671 233), of 
visit their website at: www.seniorscard.wa.gov.au/. 

Welcome to Australian War Widows W.A. Inc.

Vale Guild Members
The following members passed away since the December 2020 Issue of The Kookaburra:
 
 Mrs Elizabeth (Nancy)   Little Albany
 Mrs Judith Parker OAM   Brisbane

We would like to extend a warm welcome to the following war widows that have recently 
joined the association.
 
 Mrs Sucila Burgoyne   Dianella
 

AnzacAnzac
25 APRIL 2021
On 25 April 1915, members of the 
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps 
landed at Gallipoli. On the anniversary 
of this day each year we pause to 
honour the service and sacrifice of all 
our veterans who have fought in wars, 
conflicts and peace operations.  

anzacportal.dva.gov.au

DayDay
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CROCHET PATTERN 
You need to make two poppies – one red and the other 
white. 
Use 8ply wool and 4.00mm crochet hook 
Require: Black Wool, Red wool, White wool, 
Green wool and 4mm pearls to finish. 
Abbreviations: 
ch -  chain 
sl st – slip stitch 
dc – double crochet   
www.peaceproject.org.au

THE PEACE PROJECT 
Official Poppy Pattern
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THE PEACE PROJECT 
Official Poppy Pattern

RED Poppy  

In black 

4ch, sl st into 1st ch to form loop, ch2, 11 dc into loop, sl st into 
2nd ch, fasten off, change to red.


In red  

1st red row - attach anywhere in the circle, ch2, dc into same, 
(2dc into next) repeat to end, sl st into 2nd ch


2nd red row – ch2, 2dc into same, (3dc into next) repeat to end, 
sl st into 2nd ch


3rd red row –ch2, , dc into same, (2dc into next) repeat to end, sl 
st into 2nd ch, fasten off and weave in ends.

White Poppy 

In black 

4ch, sl st into 1st ch to form loop, ch2, 11 dc into loop, sl 
st into 2nd ch, fasten off, change to white.


In white 

1st white row - attach anywhere in the circle, ch2, 2dc 
into same, (3dc into next) repeat to end, sl st into 2nd ch


2nd white row - ch2, , dc into same, (2dc into next) 
repeat to end, sl st into 2nd ch, fasten off and weave in 
ends.


To finish Peace Poppy  

Sew the red and white poppies together with green wool in 
the centre, sewing stitches in the shape of crocheted 
stitches – each stitch going through the centre of the 
poppies. 


Finish by sewing the pearls into place, spaced around the 
middle on the white stitches and one pearl in the centre.

Poppy pattern with thanks to Elisabeth MacGregor of Leeton



Marjorie Le Souef Administration and Community Centre
15 Plantation Street, Menora 6050

Office Hours: Monday - Wednesday 9.00 am - 2.30 pm
Executive Committee: Second Monday of the Month at 12.00 noon

Meetings: Official meeting first Monday of the month 10.00 am

Every other Monday is a social meeting 10.00 am

The above events may change at short notice due to COVID-19

Head Office General Information

 


